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QI: Epic BPA for Diamox prescribing

• Best Practice Alert (BPA) set to activate for patients being 
prescribed Diamox who may be at risk of hypokalemia due to: 

Labs
• Cr > 1.0 mg/dL
• BUN > 20 mg/dL
• K+ < 3.5 mmol/L
• Outdated
• Absent

Diagnoses
• Heart failure
• Kidney disease
• DM type 1 or 2
• Hypertension
• Cirrhosis

Medications
• Diuretics
• Other CAIs
• Bicarbonate
• Beta-agonists (albuterol)
• Others (Methylxanthines, 

Insulin, Verapamil, 
Antipsychotics, 
Antibiotics, Anti-fungals)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this BPA is to alert prescribers who are planning to prescribe Diamox (acetazolamide) about other conditions and/or medications in the patient’s history that may increase their risk for hypokalemia. The goal is to reduce potentially life-threatening hypokalemia incidents that can be precipitated by initiating acetazolamide therapy.Baseline data gathered last year suggest close to 1000 outpatient orders for Diamox placed from Moran in an 18 month period. 



R E S I D E N T  A L U M N I  D A Y  2 0 2 0R E B E K A H  G E N S U R E ,  M D ,  P H D

QI: Epic BPA for Diamox prescribing

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

FAMILY & PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

INTERNAL MEDICINE

NEUROLOGY

NEUROSURGERY

OPHTHALMOLOGY

PEDIATRICS

SURGERY

(blank)

Diamox prescriptions since 2/1/20



R E S I D E N T  A L U M N I  D A Y  2 0 2 0R E B E K A H  G E N S U R E ,  M D ,  P H D

QI: Epic BPA for Diamox prescribing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a screenshot of what the alert currently looks like. As you can see, this test patient has not had any labs drawn, so that’s 1 reason for the alert to flag. The second reason is Type 1 DM. The options presented are to remove the order or keep it. There are two options for acknowledge reason: benefit outweighs risk, or see comments. When we initially made the request, we also asked for acknowledgements to include “Insignificant”, “Low risk,” or “See comments”. There should be a 24 hour lockout so the alert doesn’t keep popping up in the same encounter once you’ve already addressed it once.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some results from the recent survey (thanks to all those who have completed so far).Given this feedback, what we would ultimately also like to do is add a button to click to order new BUN/Cr. You can still prescribe the medication, but most providers who responded to the survey agreed they would like to have an option to order BUN/Cr. 
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Qi: epic BPA – next steps

• Modify alert: add 1-click for lab ordering
• Modify reasons for acknowledging alert
• Add option to pend order to allow to review chart
• Gather additional data after modifications

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Incidentally, looking back at the original request to build this best practice alert, I asked for a button to order labs. However, it wasn’t built in (yet). I will push for this!
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